
























































































MATTHEW 2:19-23

DAY 7

Returning to Israel



PAUSE

Your weeklong journey 
through Scripture is 
nearly at an end. Resist the 
urge to race to the finish 
line for that achievement 
medal. Instead, take a 
deep breath, exhale and 
pray that God will help 
you savor and enjoy 
your final walk through 
His Word, revealing 
something new that can 
be applied to your life.

ACTIVATE

Significance
Once the mountains of goodies have been consumed, wrapping 
paper trashed and decorations put into storage for another year, one 
typically has a moment to sit down and ponder:

“What’s the big deal?”

When viewed through the prism of family gifts and feasts, one 
must ultimately conclude “not much” beyond some memories (and 
possible never-ending credit card payments).

When viewed through the prism of Jesus’ ultimate claims to be the 
only path to eternal salvation, though, the celebration of His birth 
can become the filter for your entire worldview.

Before dismissing the radical claims of Jesus, consider the final 
five verses of Matthew chapter two. They point to a simple but 
inescapable fact that this one child’s birth fulfilled all of the myriad 
prophecies given concerning the coming Messiah. Jesus fulfilled 
statistically impossible prophecies no person could ever knowingly 
fulfill on their own.

Today, as you close out the Christmas story as presented in the 
Gospel of Matthew (which is actually just the beginning of Jesus’ 
amazing story), honestly ask yourself:

“What’s the big deal?”

The answer may change your life. For eternity.

Day 7 
Returning to Israel
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19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of 

Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”

21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 

But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father 

Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew 

to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. 

So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a 

Nazarene.

Matthew 2:19-23 
Read the Scripture from the NIV translation below or the Bible of your choice.

EXPLORE SCRIPTURE
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The Return to Nazareth – 2:19-23

God guided Joseph, one step at a time. Joseph 
followed God’s instructions and obeyed. After 
Herod’s death, an angel of the Lord told Joseph 
it was safe to return to Israel. When Joseph 
heard that Archelaus, one of the surviving sons of 
Herod the Great, was ruling in his place, doubts 
began to rise. Again, God made his way clear to 
Joseph. After being warned again in a dream, he 
moved his family to the town of Nazareth in the 
district of Galilee.

Matthew again makes a deliberate connection 
of these events with Old Testament prophets. 

The exact source and meaning are not clear. The 
Messiah was to be called a “Nazarene.” Many 
theories exist to explain this reference. The most 
likely answer is that Matthew is referring to the 
prophecy of a “Netzer” or “Branch” from the 
stump of Jesse in Isaiah 11:1. Jesus would be 
associated with a town that few would want to 
claim as their own. Jesus did not come to earth 
with credentials and a human background that 
earned Him respect (Isaiah 53:3; John 1:46). 
The greatness of God’s Son did not rest on His 
hometown but in His deity. God sent Jesus as 
the King of the world. 

God Tells Joseph to Return
Matthew 2:9-12

CONSIDER

Matthew 2 offers a bold contrast between two 
kings. Heaven’s King came to earth in humble 
circumstances. Though He was the light of the 
world, few recognized Him. In stark contrast, 
a human king seized by insecurity and seeking 
recognition tried and failed to extinguish the 
light of the true King. The King from heaven 
was ignored and rejected, but God shielded His 
Son and protected His mission. No opposition 
can thwart the purposes and plans of God.

Judea’s king and Israel’s religious leaders 
failed to recognize that the King of Glory 
had entered their world. The people who were 
close by and should have been looking for Him 
were not actually looking for Him. And while 
those who had memorized the prophecies that 
announced the King failed to seek Him, God’s 
sign in the heavens summoned worshipers from 
a distant land. The Magi followed the light of 

God’s star to the very place where they found the 
Messiah. They presented their gifts and bowed in 
worship. God drew them by a light in the heavens 
and continued to draw them ever closer, until 
they were in the presence of heaven’s King. God 
draws people to the truth and opens their hearts 
to worship in truth.( John 4:23) Joseph listened 
carefully to God’s directions and humbly obeyed. 
God led him and protected his family from harm. 
They fled to Egypt at night and sought refuge 
there until God called them to Nazareth. God’s 
warnings and instructions to Joseph were clear, 
and God provided just what he needed for the 
next step at the appropriate time. The details 
God reveals give evidence of His sovereignty 
and omniscience. He knows everything. God 
faithfully leads His children and upholds His 
purposes, despite opposition.

Take to Heart
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